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1. Revised PGD and National protocol for Comirnaty 10 Concentrate 

Revised Patient Group Direction (PGD) and National Protocol for Comirnaty 10 Concentrate have been published. Vaccinating teams should read the new versions, familiarise themselves with the amendments [which are detailed in the ‘change history section], complete the authorisation process, and adopt for their use. The main revisions relate to the vaccine now being licensed for booster doses for children aged 5 -11 years old (previously off-label) and a clarification regarding the vaccine type for 12 year olds in Year 7 requiring a booster dose.   

1. Vaccinating for impact: vaccinating those at risk 

The number of vaccination events being delivered is currently low, however there remain individuals at risk who we would wish to receive their vaccine.  For those vaccines not in frequent use (for example Comirnaty 10, Nuvaxovid) this might involve using just a small part of a multi-dose vial.  
While vaccine stock levels are high, we encourage vaccination at the point of presentation rather than combining individuals into vial-size clinic appointments and accept that reported waste may be higher than previously noted.

1. [bookmark: _Hlk123638287]Autumn/winter booster for individuals with an incomplete vaccination history

Over the coming weeks, invitations for an autumn/winter booster vaccination will be sent to eligible individuals who have a record of a booster dose at least 91 days prior, but with an apparent incomplete history of a primary course. Individuals in this category who present to sites for vaccination should be reviewed and have their COVID-19 vaccination history confirmed, to ensure the most appropriate vaccine type is administered and dose recorded. Staff are reminded that an incomplete vaccination history should not prevent an individual from receiving the relevant COVID-19 vaccine dose during the autumn/winter programme. The advice on previous incomplete vaccination in the ‘Green Book’ should be followed, noting that in some circumstances a PSD may be required for administration.

1. Clinical Safety Dashboard – Call for your views (ref RVOC9832)

[bookmark: _Hlk123732578]A short survey has been launched, to help assess the usefulness of the Clinical Safety Dashboard. Please circulate it to site managers in your region and encourage them to complete it by 1pm on Friday 13 January. Feedback is also welcomed from anyone at a system or region level, who uses the dashboard or its output as part of QA of risk/assurance systems. We appreciate your support, and if you have any questions, please contact Rachel Pool (rachel.pool2@nhs.net) or Kelly Hughes (kelly.hughes8@nhs.net) 

1. Clinical Safety Dashboard – update

The Clinical Safety Dashboard includes 21 different metrics that identify potential variations from standard practice. The metrics are derived from routine data recorded in Foundry, so we cannot tell whether the exceptions are due to changes in clinical practice or recording errors. We need all site managers to review their own data on a regular basis. Clicking on the ‘totals’ for their site will generate a list of events, including the time and date of vaccination. The actual clinical record can then be examined and, when needed, further action taken.

The dashboard has recently been updated to reflect current best practice and the introduction of new vaccines. It’s primarily a quality assurance tool that enables site managers to continually improve practice and reduce errors to the lowest level possible. It also provides an early warning system if there is a sudden change in practice (for example, a spike in recording errors after deployment of a new version of a POC system, or clinical errors after supply of new equipment or vaccines).

1. Nuvaxovid survey results 

Thank you to everyone who competed the data return request about the use of Nuvaxovid in complex vaccination clinics. The data will be used to assess access to the service and to help inform the planning and management of the specialist vaccination service for COVID-19 going forward. Analysis of the data returns will be sent to those sites carrying out complex vaccination clinics, via an NVOC cascade next week.  

1. Care homes guidance – Infection Prevention Control (IPC) update

Please see updated guidance for infection prevention and control on adult social care settings: Infection prevention and control in adult social care: COVID-19 supplement - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk). Key changes include an announcement on masks (and the recommendation of a risk-based approach), and changes to outbreak management in care homes. 

1. Case Studies

Case studies are available on the COVID-19 Vaccination Programme Shared Learning platform, to share learning and improvement across the programme. A summary of all case studies available is available here, and the latest additions include:

1. A description of the referral and triage process for a ‘Specialist Nuvaxovid Service’ in Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire – link.
1. How a joint venture at Feltham and Bedfont PCN enabled them to vaccinate as part of a wider health promotion campaign at a local factory – link.

Please email your suggestions for an improvement or shared learning case study to email c6.cag@nhs.net.

Kind regards,

Eleanor Hunt (Pronouns: She/Her) 
RVOC Manager, SW Regional Vaccination Operations Centre
NHS England – South West
Email: england.swcovid19-voc1@nhs.net Website: www.england.nhs.uk 

